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By RUDOLF" AUGSTKJN* 


fei Revisited 


■the so ; cal!cd Spiegel 'Affair. It is for- 
gotten that our magazine survived 


■' BONN— I can scarcely imagine any ", l ? ur magazine survived 

journalist of any country who reads 0 F ^ an!S , ltle solidarity of its 
of the struggle of The New York Times 3 , e . a , s and t;,le aid of unknown 

xt. . XT* i ... . mends. ■ 


to publish the Vietnam papers not fee! 
ing involved, Seldom has the natural 


friends. 

So nobody in the United States 


ju^ uivuivuu, oeiuom nas me natural- uuiwu oiaies 

‘born conflict between Government and , ulcI be surprised that the “treason” 
press presented itself in such a repre- ? f riie Ncw York Times was reported 
sentative fasiiion, ' German papers below headlines 

Seldom has the- subject been so ^ 

significant, the published text so , t! ! e com l?. nnson is 

i. .t . Jamc. I'li&t. as alreadv mwifirmM rmr 


authentic. Seldom has the moral 


iamc. First, as already mentioned, our 
article then entitled “conditionally pre- 


question emerged so clearly: May a entitled conditionally pre- 

'government which is steering toward f defense cannot be measured 
an election campaign push forward 11 ^ e ™ S Oi “nportancc Wlth the cur ' 

war plans which have a content almost c A’S Tthf 1 1 "" 6 

opposite to v the officially declared ?“ J? ccondl lhe bIow of the Ade- 

policy’ nauer Government appeared then to 

t, everypne as an act of revenge of Herr' 
^ Understandably there were no such Strauss, who was bitterly battling Dcr 
sect ct papeis of comparable impor- Spiegel, 


tance and explosive power here with 


us in the Federal Republic, We are a nn °,! , , York Times : 

middle-sized country, incapable and ' 0t i icr Jlar } ci ’ undercurrents of 
meantime-thank Goci-also unwilh w ™ sentn l ent but hardly- 

to stir up an undeclared war for the I the ' U s f / ”? °T 

sake of. our prestige. However if the i 1 .F' 8 ' Govan !^ n . t lnteiK ' 3 to 

news magazine Der Spiegel, of which rlFnr rh N w W N o, the 

I am rhinf r*rTifnr ^ New Yoik Times against 


I am chief editor, had published for m n | ,mes a * amst 

example in Adenauer’s day, a report JYkT' S . ° n ’ 0ral . P rob,em of 
only half as explosive, one would no prCa f- - 1,!>erty 1,1 graat P un ‘y- p «sonaI 
need much imagination to concede em0l,0ns arC n0t ,n thc forcfront - « 


what our Adenauer” Government'"" In ^ e, ;'- s 10 ^ the Government saw its 
Bonn would have undertaken °.. ,n . Cl eUiojUty in peril when it was 


Bonn would have undertaken. 


, . disclosed how sneakily President 

• The leading members of the, sheet, Johnson had lied to the American 
■up to ten men, would have been nation. 

arrested by night and held for months it is always amazing how blind 
in pnson. The publishing house would governments can. be when .they do not 
have been occupied for five weeks by consider the consequences of hittiiv 
hundreds oU policemen and investi- the press in the eve. As far. as 

SSJJST P ' SC ’ ***** ai.t^S 

, . Affair contiibuted to his forced resi°- ' 

. \ am not imagining things, for this nation, and his Defense Minister lost • 
is just what .happened to Der Spiegel his post, 
an 1962 when it published an article President wk-rm w. x i 
about .the defense concept of the then far J . , "F m ) hl “ on!y ' e ^ ttcn as 
Defense Minister Franz Josef Strauss of actioi w t FT" 8 I f frcCd0 ? 
from the pen of the present State Toclav hc harrl vt, d f t0 Mtelld ’ 

Secretary, Conrad Ahlers. °tZ l" J • ‘ y v \ 0ptl ,°. n -, 

,,,, , ■ , *ue "ai. in Vietnam, which was 

. T a . rtl f ,e stirred no attention in planned so consequentially and craft-. 
NA 10 circles, and none at all among ily, does not allow' itself to be con- 
the nulitaiy personalities of _ the Ken- tinned any more. If it had been won 

Sk- l ,^J'el Strat10 ?’ Wh0 p,3t5fiabl >; would be as disastrous for the 
niistiustcd the nuclear ambitions of American nation as arming the Gor- 
the German Defense Minister. But the man s witIl r . ucleat . vveap01 “ ! 962 ■ 

Bonn au -hoi Hies claimed the article Therefore I wish Thc New York Times' 
contained 41 “state secrets” and it luck in jts fight. nines. 


- — iuc-n. m UMIR. f 

was years until Der Spiegel could - . ■ 

invalidate these absurd accusations, Rl , rfnW i 

. At »o time m Fetlenl Gov- M ’ r 

eminent pay compensation to the • ’■ - . -.v ., ; j 

innocently imprisoned, or any other 

form of compensation to Der Spiegel, - 

This was an act of higher justice, for 
the circulation and prestige of the 
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